
 

PLUMSTEAD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
November 28, 2017 

Meeting Minutes 
 
The public meeting of the Plumstead Township Board of Supervisors was held on Tuesday, November 
28, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. at the Plumstead Township Municipal Building, 5186 Stump Road, Plumsteadville, 
PA   
 

Present: 
Dan Hilferty    Chair 
Stacey Mulholland     Vice Chair 
Nick Lykon     Secretary 
Brian Trymbiski   Treasurer 
Frank Froio    Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 
Jonathan Reiss, Esq.   Township Solicitor 
Carolyn McCreary   Township Manager  
 
Mr. Hilferty called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. followed by a moment of silence and the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
CALENDAR AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:   The Board of Supervisors Worksession scheduled for November 30 is 
cancelled.  The Plumsteadville Village Ad Hoc Committee meeting scheduled for December 5 is cancelled.  
The Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee meets on December 11. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Olympia Pasicznyk, Silo Hill Road told the Board that ¾ of the residents she spoke to 
are against haphazard development based on discussions at the polls on Election Day. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Jonathan J. Reiss, Esq. 

1. Public Hearing – Zoning Ordinance Amendment (Ordinance 2017-05): Mr. Reiss explained the 
process involved with preparing the ordinance amendment for consideration by the Board, and 
outlined the advertising requirements that were met.  He noted that this had been on prior agendas 
for review and discussion. Mr. Hilferty opened the public hearing and closed it with no public 
comment.  Motion by Mr. Froio, seconded by Ms. Mulholland to adopt Ordinance 2017-05.  With no 
additional comment, all voted in favor. 

2. Act 42 – Gambling Expansion:  Mr. Reiss presented Resolution 2017-22, which if adopted would 
record the Township’s opposition to locating a Category 4 licensed facility (mini casino) within the 
Township.  This matter was discussed at the November 28 public meeting.  Motion by Ms. 
Mulholland, seconded by Mr. Froio to adopt Resolution 2017-22.  With no additional comment, the 
vote was 3-2 with Mr. Lykon and Mr. Trymbiski dissenting. 

3. Zoning Hearing Board Application – 5734 Meetinghouse Road:  Mr. Reiss informed the Board that 
the Township had received an application for a variance to allow a structure in the riparian buffer.  
He stated that an application was made in 2003 and the request was denied by the Zoning Hearing 
Board and his office represented the Township at that hearing.  Motion by Mr. Froio, seconded by 
Mr. Trymbiski to authorize the Solicitor to represent the Township at the hearing.  Mr. Lykon stated 
that he does not believe this is necessary.  With no additional comment, the vote was 4-1 with Mr. 
Lykon dissenting. 
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4. Doylestown II Land Use Appeal:  Mr. Reiss informed the Board that the Township had received 
notice of the land use appeal filed by the developer of the proposed Wawa at Route 313 and Ferry 
Road.  He advised the Board that this may be discussed in Executive Session because it involves 
litigation, but the decision to proceed must be voted on in the public portion of the meeting.  Motion 
by Mr. Froio, seconded by Mr. Hilferty to table the matter and discuss it in Executive Session.  With 
no additional comment, all voted in favor. 
 

DEPARTMENT AND FIRE COMPANY REPORTS: On File 
Public Works-Winter Storm Towing:  Mr. Bleam reviewed the responses to the Township’s request for 
quotes for winter storm towing.  He noted that of the six garages solicited, only two provided quotes 
and both are used by the Police for their towing needs.  Motion by Ms. Mulholland, seconded by Mr. 
Trymbiski to approve the quotes from Jim Jacobs Towing & Garage and Michael’s Garage for winter 
storm towing and storage of vehicles and basketball nets.  Mr. Froio reminded the Board that Jim Jacobs 
is his wife’s cousin, but they have no financial interest in the business.  With no additional comment, all 
voted in favor. 

 
Public Works – Mailbox Damage Policy:  Mr. Bleam spoke to the Board about the proposed mailbox 
damage policy he drafted for their consideration.  He noted that during plowing operations most of the 
time a mailbox is damaged it is because of the weight of the snow, particularly wet snow.  He also 
indicated that sometimes the mailbox posts are deficient, having deteriorated over time.  He stated that 
in the event an operator strikes a mailbox it is documented and the owner is notified.  Ms. McCreary 
stated that if the policy is adopted it will be put on the Township’s website and placed in the next 
newsletter.  Motion by Mr. Froio, seconded by Ms. Mulholland to approve the snow removal policy.  
With no additional comment, all voted in favor. 

 
Public Works – Master Casting Agreement:  Ms. McCreary presented Resolution 2017-23, which 
authorizes the Public Works Director to execute the agreement with PENNDOT.  Mr. Bleam explained 
that this agreement states if PENNDOT paves a road the Township will adjust the water boxes or pay to 
have it done.  Motion by Mr. Lykon, seconded by Ms. Mulholland to adopt Resolution 2017-23.  With no 
additional comment, all voted in favor. 
 
COMMITTEE MINUTES:  On file 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT: None 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS:  Motion by Mr. Trymbiski, seconded by Mr. Froio to approve the bills list dated 
11/28/17 and the addendum dated 11/15/17 subject to audit. With no additional comment, all voted in 
favor.  The amounts reported on the bills list are as follows:  General Fund - $61,816.51, Water Fund - 
$17,647.65, Local Services Tax Fund - addendum of $167,313.41, Capital Reserve Fund - $14,137.60, 
State Liquid Fuels - $710.26, Flood Mitigation Grant Fund - $93.00, Developers’ Escrow Fund – 
$20,385.33 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Mr. Froio seconded by Ms. Mulholland to approve the minutes of 
the 11/14/17 public meeting.  With no additional comment, the vote was 3-0 with Mr. Trymbiski and Mr. 
Lykon abstaining as they were not present at the meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS:   
Field Use Fees:  Ms. McCreary sought Board consensus regarding the recommended increase to the fees 
that was developed by the Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee.  Mr. Lykon explained how the proposed 
fees were arrived at, noting that the fees would fall in between what Doylestown and Buckingham 
Townships are currently charging.  He also spoke about why the sports organizations choose to rent the 
fields for 7 days, even though they do not use them every day, citing the need to rest the fields in between 
uses.  Mr. Lykon made a motion to accept the recommendations of the Parks & Recreation Advisory 
Committee.  Mr. Hilferty expressed his concerns about the Township recovering its costs.  Mr. Lykon stated 
that he does not believe the Township should try to recover 100% of its costs.  Ms. Mulholland asked 
questions about scheduling, availability of the fields to be scheduled by others, and the costs of lights.  Mr. 
Trymbiski inquired about outside requests not related to the sports organizations.  Mr. Froio noted that he 
understands that the fees will not cover all of the costs to maintain the fields, which is why he does not 
support additional fields being developed.  Motion by Mr. Lykon, seconded by Mr. Trymbiski to amend his 
original motion to bill ½ of the light fees into the fee charged to the sports organizations for use of the 
fields.  With no additional comment the vote was 2-3 with Mr. Hilferty, Mr. Froio and Ms. Mulholland 
dissenting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  Mr. Lykon spoke to the Board about the 2018 proposed budget as it relates to the 1 mill 
tax increase for general purposes.  He presented his calculations which he stated show the increase is not 
needed. 
 
Mr. Froio expressed his concerns regarding the Andy Lykon subdivision and no money being escrowed for 
road improvements that were required by the Township, and Supervisor Lykon not recusing himself on the 
vote.  He asked Mr. Reiss to explain what happened.  Mr. Reiss stated that Mr. Lykon had recused himself 
from voting; however there was a 2-2 deadlock vote.  He said that he then advised Mr. Lykon that under the 
State Ethics Law, Mr. Lykon could restate his conflict but vote to break the deadlock.  Subsequent to the 
vote, Mr. Reiss had obtained an Advisory Opinion from the State Ethics Commission Counsel for Supervisor 
in another municipality which stated that only on a three member board may a conflicted member vote to 
break a deadlocked vote.  There was no similar provision for a five member board.  Therefore Mr. Reiss 
stated that the advice he had given to Mr. Lykon was incorrect.   Mr. Lykon indicated he recalled not being 
at both of the meetings where this was discussed and voted on.  Ms. Mulholland noted there were two 
issues addressed at separate meetings, one dealing with a shared driveway and the other the road 
improvements.   
 
Mr. Lykon informed the Board that he had attended the Central Bucks School District’s (CBSD) Operations 
meeting in order to seek support for the Township’s TAP grant application to connect the three CBSD 
schools and the mobile home park together with a pedestrian trail.  He stated that he was told this was the 
best way to secure the support by John Kopicki, Superintendent.  He advised that CBSD would like a letter 
from the Township Manager about the project before it will formally consider supporting it.  Board 
consensus was for Ms. McCreary to send a letter providing only details of the proposed trail and grant 
application.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
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ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Mr. Lykon, seconded by Ms. Mulholland to adjourn into Executive Session at 
9:15 p.m. with the possibility of reconvening the meeting.  With no additional comment, all voted in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
            
Carolyn McCreary, Township Manager  Date Approved     


